STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL- 


Hnnual  Report  of  the  CDedical  Officer 

of  Realth,  1909. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Report  for  the 

year  ending  December  31st,  1909. 


Area  of  Parish  of  Street — 2918  acres. 

Population— Census  1901,  4018.  Estimated  to  middle  of  1909  at  4430. 

Geology — Lower  lias,  consisting  of  alternating  beds  of  limestones,  clays  and  mails. 


Occupation — Principally  Boot  and  Shoemaking,  Leather-Board  Factory,  Chrome 
Tanning,  Agricultural,  Limestone  Quarries  in  the  district. 

Birth-rate — 93  births  registered  (48  males — 45  females),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  20.9  per 
1000  per  annum. 

One  of  the  births  was  illegitimate— a  male. 


Death-rate — 46  deaths  registered  (26  males — 20  females),  giving  a  death-rate  of  10.3  pei 
1000  per  annum..  In  addition  one  death  of  a  resident  was  registered  in  a  Public 

Institution  beyond  the  district). 


Zymotic  Rate — Nil. 


The  Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  is  96.7. — nine  deaths  under  1  year  being 
registered 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  Tear. 

Phthisis  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Tubercular  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  p 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ...  ...  ...  g 

Bronohitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bronchiectaris  ...  ...  ...  ...  p 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Diseases  and  A coidents  of  Parturition  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Accidentally  Suffocated  ...  ...  ...  2 

Senile  Decay  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cretinism  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Debility  from  Birth  ...  ....  ...  p 

Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  other  Causes  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  46 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  from  the  Mendip  Hills  has  again  been  plentiful  and  of  good  quality.  As  I 
have  stated  in  previous  reports  the  benefit  of  this  supply  to  this  district  is  incalculable  and 
increasingly  appreciated.  The  water  is  laid  on  to  723  houses  in  addition  to  supplying  Godney  and 
part  of  Polsham  in  the  Wells  Rural  District.  Sharpham,  also  in  the  Wells  Rural  District,  will 
shortly  be  included  in  this  supply.  May  1  again  remark  on  the  desirability  if  every  house  in  this 
district  within  reach  of  this  supply  being  connected  therewith. 


Sewerage,  Drainage  and  Excrement  Disposal. 

The  town  is  sewered  throughout.  The  sewers  are  at  intervals  flushed  under  the  Surveyor’s 
supervision.  The  disposal  of  the  sewage  on  the  land  at  the  Sewage  Farm  by  irrigation,  as  in  former 
years,  works  satisfactorily.  Some  40  acres  of  land  are  in  use  for  this  purpose,  from  which  good 
crops  of  osiers  and  roots  are  received.  Some  portion  also  is  laid  down  to  grass.  The  soil  being  of  a 
peaty  nature,  the  effluent  is  clear  and  satisfactory.  I  have  heard  of  no  complaint  of  pollution  of  the 
stream  during  the  year 

Flushing  cisterns  are  fixed  to  many  of  the  W.C’s.  in  the  district.  There  are  some,  however, 
in  which  the  unsatisfactory  method  of  hand  flushing  is  continued.  The  advantage  of  all  W.C’s. 
having  a  flushing  cistern  is  obvious.  Only  a  few  earth  closets  exist  in  the  district. 


Scavenging. 

The  Surveyor  exercises  supervision  over  the  ash  and  refuse  heaps,  these  being  removed  under 
his  directions.  In  many  instances  the  ashes  are  utilised  in  the  gardens  adjoining  the  dwelling 
houses.  The  Surveyor  also  directs  a  staff  of  men  who  attend  to  the  roads,  &c. 


Prevalence  of  Disease. 

Influenza  and  pulmonary  diseases  prevailed  extensively  during  the  first  three  and  to  a  lesser 
extent  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  year.  A  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  in  January. 
German  Measles  prevailed  in  epidemic  form  during  the  later  part  of  January  and  in  February  and 
March.  I  advised  the  closure  of  the  Schools  in  February.  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  kept  cropping  up 
during  the  months  of  January,  February,  April,  July,  August,  October,  November  and  December, 
mostly  of  a  mild  type  (thirty  in  all),  fifteen  of  which  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Numerous  cases  of  Chicken-pox,  some  of  an  aggravated  type  occurred  in  November  and  December. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  is  lower  than  that  of  the  preceding  year,  46  deaths  being  registered 
against  50  in  1908.  The  Infant  Mortality  is  higher,  nine  deaths  under  1  year  being  registered 
against  6  in  1908.  None  of  these,  however,  were  due  to  hygienic  or  dietetic  neglect.  The  Zymotic 
death-rate  is  nil.  Six  deaths  were  registered  from  Cancer  against  four  in  1 908,  and  5  from  Heart 
Disease  against  7  in  that  year.  One  death  only  from  Phthisis  is  registered. 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Joint  Hospital  for  Glastonbury  and  Street,  situated  about  midway  between  the  two  places,  in  the 
Borough  of  Glastonbury,  a  nurse-caretaker  and  husband  in  charge. 

The  number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  is  two,  eg.,  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph¬ 
theria.  The  accommodation  so  far  has  proved  ample. 

The  premises  are  in  good  order,  fenced  in,  with  a  Thresh’s  Disinfector,  and  properly  equipped 
discharge-block.  An  ambulance  for  joint  use  is  kept  on  the  premises. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  admitted  from  this  district  during  the  year. 

Disinfection  Means. 

Thresh’s  Disinfector  at  the  Hospital.  This  has  also  been  used  for  disinfecting  the  bedding, 
clothes,  &c.,  in  cases  not  removed  to  Hospital,  at  a  small  charge. 

Fumigation  of  premises  iu  cases  isolated  at  home  is  oarried  out  by  sulphur-dioxide  or  formalin. 
The  rooms  of  deceased  phthisical  cases  are  also  fumigated. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

None  in  the  district 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. 

The  number  on  the  register  and  inspected  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself,  is  16.  The 
Dairies  are  clean,  lime  washed  and  in  good  order.  Instructions  for  the  limewashing  of  the  Cow¬ 
sheds  are  also  given.  The  custom  of  the  district  is  to  keep  the  cows  out  to  grass  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  The  milk  and  butter  supply  is  plentiful  and  of  good  quality.  No  case  of  Tuber¬ 
culous  milk  has  come  to  my  knowledge. 

Slaughter-Houses  (5)  and  Bakehouses  (10). 

Both  are  visited  and  inspected  and  limewashed  regularly.  Supervision  is  exercised  over  the 
meat  supply.  The  Slaughter  Houses  are  plentifully  supplied  with  water  and  the  drainage  is  good. 
The  regular  removal  of  the  offal  is  insisted  upon.  No  case  of  tuberculous  meat  has  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

No  action  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  Acts  has  been  taken. 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes. 

House  to  house  inspection  has  been  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself.  The  house 
accommodation  in  the  district  is  satisfactory,  and  with  some  exceptions  the  premises  are  kept  dean 
and  ventilated.  The  Garden  accommodation  is  good  and  appreciated. 

The  erection  of  new  houses  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Council  and  Surveyor.  Little 
building  has  taken  place,  however,  during  the  year. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Acts. 

Inspections  have  been  made  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  myself.  A  register  is  kept.  The 
number  of  Workrooms  and  Workshops  is  188.  Number  of  Factories  4.  With  a  few  exceptions  all 
are  in  fair  order.  We  have  also  visited  and  inspected  the  Factories  in  the  district  with  reference  to 
their  sanitation,  ventilation,  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  and  the  provision  of  sutiable  sanitary 
conveniences.  Up-to-date  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  at  the  principal  factory  in  the  district, 
also  at  the  Lockhill  Factory  and  increased  accommodation  provided  at  the  Leather  Board  Factory. 
(See  Inspector’s  Report  appended). 

Bye-Laws. 

Full  code  in  force. 

Public  Schools. 

There  is  one  large  Public  School  in  the  district,  also  a  separate  School  for  infants  at  Overleigh 
under  the  County  Council  and  Education  Committee,  the  Local  Authority  being  vested  in  School, 
Managers.  Inspection  of  the  children  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Inspector  appointed  by 
the  County  Council,  and  a  School  Nurse  to  assist  at  the  inspections  appointed.  The  sanitary  con¬ 
ditions  and  water  supply  of  the  schools  is  good.  A  new  heating  apparatus  has  been  installed  at  the 


large  school.  Attendance  at  school  is  prohibited  in  known  cases  of  infectious  disease,  all  children 
from  infected  homes  being  excluded  till  period  of  infeotion  is  over.  Owing  to  an  epidemic  of  German 
Measles  at  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  school  was  closed  for  a  period.  During  the  later  part  of 
the  year,  many  of  the  children  suffered  from  Chicken-Pox. 


The  notification  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (with  the  exception  of  those  occurring  under  the  Poor 
Law) —  is  not  officially  carried  out  in  this  district.  Most  cases  however,  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  No  hospital  accommodation  is  provided.  A  limited  number  of  cases  however, 
are  sent  to  the  Winsley  Sanatorium  through  local  subscribers. 

I  append  Tables  of  Statistics  as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board  ;  together  with  the 
detailed  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  (Mr.  James  Pursey),  to  whose  co-operation  I  am  again  greatly 
indebted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemem, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Street,  Somerset,  January  26th,  1910. 


GEORGE  W.  EGLINTON. 


STREET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances  Report  for  1909 . 
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In  the  case  of  Messrs.  Sadler,  Lockhill  &  Co’s  Boot  and  Shoe  Factory,  the  sanitary 
arrangements  have  been  greatly  increased  and  remodelled,  and  latest  and  best  apparatus  installed, 
a  new  block  of  buildings  having  been  built  for  the  purpose. 


The  sanitary  accomodation  for  the  Avalon  Leather  Board,  Co.,  has  also  been  increased. 


JAMES  PURSEY, 

Inspector. 


